Nong Thon Ngay Nay

"People will recognize more clearly the strength of genetically-modified products: Dr. C.S. Prkash, director of a U.S. biotechnology research center"
Dr. C.S. Prakash, Director of the Biotechnology Research Center of Tuskegee University in the U.S., recently visited Vietnam and had presentations on applications and the development trend of biotechnology.  He had an interview with Nong Thon Ngay Nay on the issue.

Dr. Prakash said genetically-modified plants are grown in more than 70 hectares in around 15 countries.  Vietnam neighboring countries, such as China and the Philippines, are investing massively in developing and applying biotechnology.  China invests every year around US$125 million in biotechnology and gene modification.  They are growing millions of hectares of genetically-modified cotton, which helps save tens of thousands of kilograms of pesticide and herbicide compared with the past.  Vietnam at present has to import almost all of the cotton it needs.  If Vietnam applies gene modification technologies, Vietnam's cotton output can increase significantly.

Q: Do you think Vietnam can apply gene modification technologies?

A: I see that there now are signs Vietnam is gradually accepting genetically-modified products.  Vietnam's Ministry of Resources and Environment has begun drafting bio-safety regulations for the Government's approval.  They are important not only to the use of genetically-modified products but they also serve as a legal corridor for Vietnamese scientists to test the safety of those products before releasing them to the market.

Q: Will Vietnamese genetically-modified products be accepted in foreign markets?

A: Not only in the U.S., so far in the world, there has been no complaint about harmful effects by GM products on both human and animals.  In the U.S. and many other countries, there is no difference between GM and non-GM products as with regard to nutrition or safety aspects people see that GM products are no different from traditional products.  I am confident that in the near future, misunderstanding about the safety of GM products will disappear as there is more scientific evidence to prove that GM products are very safe, highly nutritious, very good for human health, and they are even safer and better than conventional products.

Q: Do you think that applying gene modification technologies is the only way for Vietnam to increase the productivity of plants?

A: Efficient agricultural production depends on different factors.  Beside gene modification technologies, we have tissue transplantation or DNA modification, etc., which also can help increase the efficiency of agricultural production.  However, in some specific cases, such as cotton, peanut, corn, sweet potato, bean, etc., applying biotechnology is the optimal method to achieve high yield.

Vietnam has the strength in human resources with bright scientists.  The Government needs to invest more in scientific researches in this area.  Especially, it needs to promulgate a bio-safety law, creating a legal corridor for scientists to test and conform the safety of GM products and let them circulate in the market.

We are helping the Vietnam Biotechnology Institute to apply gene modification technologies to sweet potato plants.  After that probably we will work on peanuts and other plants.

Q: Thank you!

(NOTE:  The interview was arranged by PAS Hanoi on Sep. 14.)
