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On the seventh anniversary of its creation, project Operation Moonshot:  An

American and Vietnamese Journey from War to Peace to Space is hosting a

delegation of sixteen Vietnamese United Nations diplomats and their family

members on tours to space-related sites in Florida from April 20th to the

24th, 2003. With the permission of the Permanent Representative, the H.E.

Ambassador Nguyen Thanh Chau, the delegation, headed by Minister Counselor

and Deputy Representative Mr. Ngo Duc Thang, will be welcomed with a Guest

Services Department complimentary NASA tour of the John F. Kennedy Space

Center, including visits to the award-winning Apollo/Saturn V Center and

the International Space Station Center. Also on their itinerary are

additional tours for the delegation to the Daytona Beach campus of

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (ERAU) hosted by the Director of the

International Students' Services Department, along with a VIP complimentary

day of relaxation and fun at Universal Studios' Islands of Adventure in

Orlando, Florida, sponsored by the park's Department of Government

Relations. 

History

Operation Moonshot

An American and Vietnamese Journey From War to Peace to Space

   Operation Moonshot:  An American and Vietnamese Journey from War to

Peace to Space is a future-oriented, bridge-building educational project of

ever-deepening reconciliation and cooperation between citizens, veteran

writers, pilots, space explorers, and diplomats of the United States of

America and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam.

Conceived in 1996 as a fledging idea, this project grew from the

inspirational educational war memoir of American Vietnam Veteran, Mr.

William Broyles, Jr., author of Brothers In Arms:  A Journey from War to

Peace, published in 1986.  In its description of his historic 1984 trip

back to Vietnam, Mr. Broyles met hundreds of people and veterans against

whom he had fought as a US Marine during the war.  Among them was a unique

Vietnamese Mig-21 fighter pilot and Red Star Regimental commander named

Colonel Pham Tuan, who, in July of 1980 became the first Asian in space as

a researcher on Mission Soyuz 37 with Cosmonaut Victor Gorbatko of the

former USSR aboard the Salyut 6 space station.  The encounter between

American veteran Bill Broyles and Vietnamese Colonel Pham Tuan ignited the

spark, which created, project Operation Moonshot twelve years later.  In

October of 1996 Mr. Bobby Muller, President of the Vietnam Veterans of

America Foundation (VVAF) in Washington DC, said these words while

critiquing this idea:  

           When you are standing on the Moon, looking back at the Earth,

there is no United States of America, no Vietnam-there are no countries at

all.  There is only the EARTH with WE the HUMAN FAMILY living upon it! 

This is a just and good idea and it seems that this project ought to be

named "Operation Moonshot".

Thus, through the combined experiences of two American Vietnam combat

Veterans who were also friends, this project was born.  And I, a quite

conservative American teacher whose father had worked on the Apollo space

program as a metallurgical engineer and whose family members served in the

Air Force, Army, and Marine Corp in Vietnam became the project's

Coordinator attempting to steer it towards the lofty goals of ever-

deepening reconciliation and increased cooperation between the educational,

veteran, military, and diplomatic communities in both America and Vietnam. And what a journey it has been!

Over the past seven years this "spark" of an idea has evolved to illuminate

the minds and hearts of many top diplomats, military officials, veterans,

and citizens of both America and Vietnam.  Perhaps, in part this is due to

the historic reality that the Vietnam-American War paralleled the US-Soviet

race to the Moon in the decades of the 1960's and early 70's. Yet, it is

also in part due to the acceptance and expressed interest regarding this

"idea" by top leaders in both nation's who watched its activities with

careful hearts and minds over the years.  Under the guidance of Ambassador

Douglas "Pete" Peterson, America's first official top diplomat to Vietnam--

along with the endeavors of his counterpart, Ambassador Le Van Bang-- many

important issues of mutual concern from the legacy of the war were dealt

with in due course from 1995 to 2001. From the normalization of diplomatic

relations in 1995 to the signing and implementation of the Bilateral Trade

Agreement in December of 2001 up to the present Administration of

Ambassador Raymond F. Burghardt, issues were resolved with understanding

and honest debate by both nation's diplomats.  As the relationship between

the governments and peoples of America and Vietnam has matured and

strengthened over the years, the project Operation Moonshot has been very

sensitive to and aware of these many positive changes in numerous

educational, cultural, commercial, strategic, and diplomatic areas. Yet,

despite these advances this project has always remembered how, when, where,

and why it was begun seven years ago this month.  The project's journey has

been long and deeply spiritual.

Over the course of time the lives of many people who have participated in

Operation Moonshot on the American side have changed.  Mr. Bill Broyles

became a TV producer for the series "China Beach" and the Academy

Award-nominated screenwriter for the remarkable film "Apollo 13".  Mr.

Bobby Muller became the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate for initiating the

International Campaign to Ban Landmines.  Ambassador Peterson retired from

his post in Ha Noi in July of 2001 and is presently the Chairman of the

Board of Directors of the US-Vietnam Trade Council and the Vietnam Center

at Texas Tech University.  Though deeply involved presently in many

activities, all three of these American Vietnam Veterans will always hold a

very special place in Operation Moonshot's heart.  It is the hope of the

project that the new administration in both nations will build on the

excellent foundation of work and inspiration provided by these three combat

veterans who so deeply understand the meaning of war and peace

In addition to these men, the project owes tremendous gratitude to the US

Department of State, NASA International Relations in Washington DC and the

wonderful generosity of the staff at the John F. Kennedy Space Center, the

American Embassy in Ha Noi, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, and the

officials of both Disney World and Universal Studios in Orlando.  

The Vietnamese response to project Operation Moonshot over the past seven

years has been stunning, resulting in the visits of 53 top diplomats, their

spouses, and other family members from both the United Nations Mission of

Vietnam and its Embassy in Washington DC.  The list of persons accepting

the project's invitations to date to receive educational tours of the

Kennedy Space Center is as follows:

1)
United Nations First Secretary Duong Van Doan:  October of 1996

2)
United Nations First Secretary Duong Van Doan and Colonel Le Luu (editor

of the Vietnamese Army Journal of Arts and Literature):  June of 1997

3)
United Nations Deputy Ambassador Le Luong Minh and Second Secretary and

Director of American Affairs Nguyen Van Huyen:  May of 1998 during the

KSC's National Space Week activities

4)
The H.E. Ambassador Le Van Bang, Mrs. Bui Thi Anh, and Second Secretary

Mrs. Doan Thi Minh Tuyen of the Embassy of Vietnam in Washington DC: 

December of 1998

5)
United Nations Deputy Ambassador Pham Binh Minh of the Mission of

Vietnam:  December of 2000

6)
United Nations Deputy Ambassador Pham Binh Minh of the Mission of

Vietnam and a 13-member delegation of other diplomats, spouses, and

children:  February 2001

7)
The H. E. Ambassador Nguyen Thanh Chau, the Permanent Representative of

the Mission of Vietnam to the United Nations, and a 17-member delegation of

diplomats, spouses, and children:  April 12th, 2001, the 20th anniversary

of the launch of the first Space Shuttle and the 40th anniversary of the

flight of Yuri Gagarin, the first human in space

8)
The Minister Counselor and Deputy Ambassador of the UN Mission of

Vietnam Mr. Ngo Duc Thang and a 16-member delegation of diplomats, spouses,

and children:  April 23rd, 2003, the seventh anniversary of the creation of

the Operation Moonshot project.

  .

     The deep gratitude of this project extends to the officials of Vietnam

and many guests for their welcomed participation in Operation Moonshot over

the years.  An extra hearty thanks goes to all of them for the kind

hospitality they extended to me, the project's Teacher/Coordinator, during

my September 2002 first visit to Ha Noi.  My reunion with Vice-Minister Le

Van Bang, Mrs. Bui Thi Anh, Mrs. Doan Minh Tuyen, Mr. Duong Van Doan, and

Mr. Nguyen Van Huyen was wonderful!  Being afforded the honor to actually

meet in person Vietnam's space explorer-now Lt. General Pham Tuan, one of

the 25 founding members of the Association of Space Explorers-was a truly

memorable moment.  It is the project's hope that he too may one day visit

America!

     On this seventh anniversary of the creation of Operation Moonshot:  An

American and Vietnamese Journey from War to Peace to Space, may the

combined "small steps and giant leaps" taken by all people of goodwill in

both America and Vietnam serve as a launching pad for future ideas of

cooperation and friendship between the veterans, militaries, diplomats, and

educators of both nations.  YOU, the American and Vietnamese participants,

have ALL made this project what it is by "shooting for the moon" in

reconciliation together!

     This project is respectfully dedicated to the CHILDREN of the United

States of America and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam-and to the VETERANS

who TEACH THEM-in MEMORY of ALL who perished and suffered in the past

shared conflict between our nations. 

